Nina T. Lawrence
November 3, 1952 - December 21, 2018

Dateline: Bethalto
Nina T. Lawrence, 66, passed away on Friday, December 21, 2018, at 8:13 am, at her
residence.
She was born November 3, 1952, in Poplar Bluff, MO, the daughter of Edward and Esther
Bramstedt Twarog.
Nina earned her Bachelor’s degree in Political Science at Blackburn College and then
later went to work as a manager of White’s Greenhouse, retiring in 2007. She was a
lifelong member of Zion Lutheran Church in Bethalto, a board member of the Bethalto
library, and was also a member of the Missouri Botanical Gardens. She was an avid
gardener and had mastered the finer arts of handcrafted crochet. But most of all Nina was
truly a philanthropist.
She is survived by 2 children, Philip Lawrence (Sarah Kopp) of Chicago and Rebecca
Keller (Mark) of Bethalto, IL; 2 sisters, Kristina Douglas of Bunker Hill, IL and Charlotte
Guschl (Randy) of Chestertown, MD; 3 grandchildren, Hailey Keller, Peyton Keller and
Margot Lawrence; she is also survived by several nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Nina was preceded in death by her parents; and sister, Linda Twarog.
Visitation will be held on Thursday, December 27, 2018, from 10:00am until time of
services at 12:00pm at the Elias Kallal and Schaaf Funeral Home in Bethalto, IL. Burial
will follow at Rose Lawn Memory Gardens.
Memorials may be made to the Missouri Botanical Gardens.
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10:00AM - 12:00PM

Elias, Kallal & Schaaf Funeral Home - Bethalto
727 E. Bethalto Blvd., Bethalto, IL, US, 62010
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Service

12:00PM

Elias, Kallal & Schaaf Funeral Home - Bethalto
727 E. Bethalto Blvd., Bethalto, IL, US, 62010

Comments

“

A Memorial was made to the Missouri Botanical Gardens for my wonderful
Goddaughter. Sorry due to health reasons Aunt Elma will not be able to attend
services.

Karen Dickson - December 26, 2018 at 10:07 AM

“

I met Nina at Blackburn and we became good friends. That was not unusual as
everyone loved her. A beautiful free spirit. It was an amazing time for us in our life.
Reconnecting through Facebook was a wonderful thing. I only think of beautiful
memywhen I think of her. God bless her family and loved ones,ay they find peace
knowing she is not restrained by any ailments or age but is now an angel looking
over them. Alene (Ali) Stottler Brown.

Alene Brown - December 26, 2018 at 04:09 AM

“

During one of my visits to my cousins' house on Walnut, I remember Nina standing in
her messy room kinda looking around at the task of cleaning up. I believe she was
around 12 or 13. What I still can picture is Nina's resignation as she blurted out, "Oh,
what's the use"!!
May the countless, loving memories of Nina be of comfort and may they live on in
your hearts always!
Sent with love from Nina’s cousin,
Mary Ann Bramstedt Shinn

Mary Ann Bramstedt Shinn - December 25, 2018 at 12:46 PM

“

I didn’t understand how incredibly strong Aunt Nina was until I became a single mom
myself. Of course, I knew she was strong already (and wonderfully self-sufficient and
immensely capable), but it took real-life experience to see the breadth of her
strength. She raised Becca and Philip so beautifully and with such grace, that I
forever stand in awe of her as a role model. Also, my childhood memories of Aunt
Nina and her cozy home with all of the kittens pouncing around-it seems like a story
from a book to me now. I am so sorry for this huge loss. She was incredible. May she
“sleep with the angels” as she’s reunited with her parents and loved ones before her.

Jocelyn Luhr - December 22, 2018 at 05:00 PM

