Melissa Ann Celis
June 12, 1976 - December 28, 2021

Dateline: Aurora, IL
Melissa Ann Celis, 45, passed away on Tuesday, December 28, 2021, in Alton, IL.
Melissa was born July 12, 1976, in the early morning at Wood River Township Hospital in
Wood River, IL. She is the daughter of Freda Gaskill.
Melissa graduated from Alton High School in 1994. She was a devout Wiccan and
spiritualist. She had an extreme connection to her Irish roots. She also had a love and
passion for hair, make up and nails.
She is survived by her three children, Andrew Celis of Alton, IL, Abrianna Celis and
Anabel Celis of Aurora, IL; her mother, Freda Gaskill of Alton, Il; her sister, Christine
Harders of East Alton, IL; her husband, Jose Celis of Aurora, IL; her niece, Brittany Woods
of Alton, IL; her grand nieces, November and Juniper Woods; and grand nephew, Tristian
Woods Jr. of Alton, IL.
Melissa was preceded in death by her niece, Lauren Harders; her father, Terri W. Gaskill;
and her brother, Paul Brittain McGuiggan.
A Visitation will be held on Sunday, January 9, 2022, from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm at the
Elias Kallal and Schaaf Funeral Home in Alton.
A Service will be held on Monday, January 10, 2022, at 10:00 am at the Funeral Home.
Burial will follow at Rose Lawn Memory Gardens.
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Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Christine - January 09 at 10:46 AM

“

Melissa, I love you and have always loved you. You could always make me smile,
even if I really didn't feel like smiling, for that twinkle in your eye would appear and I
could do nothing but smile--smile because of the love and tenderness and happiness
you held in your heart for everyone. I will see you again and I will smile once more.
Love, "Aunt" Mary

Mary Duffey - January 08 at 01:01 PM

“

I remember so well that day that I heard a knock on my door. When I opened that
door there stood a beautiful young women with a beautiful baby in her arms. I knew
her immediately because I could see a vision of myself in her eyes. We immediately
hugged each other tightly and both knew at that moment we would never be parted
again. She wanted to be part of the McGuiggan family again. To mend all differences
with the hope of her new baby boy, Andrew. From that day forward we remained
close as aunt and neice and continued our life together in love, friendship and an
understanding that goes beyond the grave. I will miss you! Until we meet again.
Love, Aunt Janet

Janet Watt - January 08 at 12:16 AM

“

Chris lit a candle in memory of Melissa Ann Celis

Chris - January 07 at 12:09 PM

“

“

My co-pilot in this life, missing you Little Sis.
Chris - January 07 at 12:10 PM

To Chrissy, love sympathy and prayers
Sue Kennedy

Sue Kennedy - January 07 at 12:30 AM

“

Jen,Katie,Lisa,Rachael,Jamie,and Shane purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Melissa Ann Celis.

Jen,Katie,Lisa,Rachael,Jamie,and Shane - January 06 at 07:44 PM

“

I remember Melissa as my daughters school friend. Sara was always welcome to
spend the night there. Melissa was a good friend that came from a good family.
There’s no words of comfort to give to a mother that has to bury her child. One friend
that daughter died as a teenager told me, “it leaves a hole in your heart that can
never be filled.” I’m sorry Freda and and family, I’m praying you can find comfort in
your memories of her. Praying and sending love. Coral

coral - January 05 at 10:36 PM

