Linda Jean Arnold
February 4, 1941 - September 20, 2020

Linda Jean Arnold, age 79, formerly of Bethalto, passed away Sunday, September 20,
2020 at Riverside Rehabilitation and Healthcare in Alton.
She was born February 4, 1941, in Kennett, MO, the daughter of Martin Earl and Ethel
Minerva (Vinson) Jordan. She married Harold Ray Arnold Sr. on September 30, 1961 in
Holcomb, MO and he preceded her in death on May 3, 2008.
Linda will be remembered as a sweet, loving woman who would help anyone in any way
she could. She spent many years teaching Sunday School at First Baptist Church in
Bethalto. Linda had also driven for Meals on Wheels for many years. She is deeply loved
and will be greatly missed.
She is survived by two sons, Harold R. Arnold Jr., and his significant other, Nancy Jones,
of Bethalto, and Martin T. and Earleen Arnold of Alton; four grandchildren, Jessica and
Brandon Johnson of Edwardsville, Sammie Arnold of Alton, Dylan Arnold of Bethalto, and
Eric Arnold of Alton; five great-grandchildren, Claire, Amelia, Calvin, Sawyer, and River;
and many other relatives and friends.
In addition to her husband, Harold; she is preceded in death by her parents; and her
brothers and sisters.
A visitation will be held Wednesday, September 23, 2020 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at
Elias, Kallal and Schaaf Funeral Home in Bethalto. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no more
than 25 people will be allowed in the building and the wearing of facial coverings is
required.
She will be interred in Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery with her husband.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Meals On Wheels.

Cemetery

Events

Jefferson Barracks National

SEP Visitation

Cemetery
2900 Sheridan Road
St. Louis, MO, 63125

23

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Elias, Kallal & Schaaf Funeral Home Bethalto
727 E. Bethalto Blvd., Bethalto, IL, US,
62010

Comments

“

Doug J. purchased the Garden Accent Stone - Our family chain... for the family of
Linda Jean Arnold.

Doug J. - September 24 at 01:19 PM

“

Chip, Marty and family. I'm sorry we can't make it up for the service. Crazy times right
now for sure. I hope you guys are all well. Mom, Jill and I wanted each of you to have
something to remember your mom by. Take care all of you.
Doug

Doug Jordan - September 24 at 01:15 PM

“

From: Ruth Ann purchased the Garden Accent Stone - Our family chain... for the
family of Linda Jean Arnold.

From: Ruth Ann - September 23 at 07:40 PM

“

How do you condense a lifetime of memories of a dear aunt into a short paragraph.
Aunt Linda Jean was the 5th of 6 children and the youngest of 3 daughters. She
loved to read and I don't ever remember seeing her that she didn't have a book. She
was always quiet and kept to herself and didn't get out much. However, once she
finally got her drivers license in her late 30's there was no stopping her. She and
Uncle Ray travelled several times with my mother (the 2nd of 3 daughters) and father
and the stories of their travels gave us lots to laugh about and reminisce about now. I
had the pleasure of traveling with her, Uncle Ray, my mother (Virginia), the oldest of
3 sisters (Mary Ann) and my former late husband (Cary) when we took a trip to
Arizona to see their oldest brother James Charles and his family in 1986. We took
my mother and dad's van and drove straight thru from Memphis, switching drivers as
we went. There were 6 of us but only 5 wanted to drive (Mary Ann wanted to be the
navigator) and the van had a luggage carrier on top which made it very top heavy.
After a while of reading, Aunt Linda Jean wanted to drive. Well...after about 50 miles
we needed to make a pit stop and she soon discovered that you couldn't stop a top
heavy van like a car and that was the end of her driving on the trip (by unanimous
proclamation!) Her new job was snacks and drinks (her first Meals on Wheels!!) I
think she also finished 1 book and started another on the trip as I recall. While in
Arizona we visited the Grand Canyon and our trek down and up the canyon trail will
forever be etched in my memory. Between Uncle Ray's steady dry sense of humor
and Aunt Linda's constant "stop it Ray!" I didn't think the 6 of us would make it back
up to the top from laughing so much, they both were a "hoot"!! I'm the only one alive
from that trip and the "Whiz Bang Tour Company" (that's the name we dubbed the
trip) will drive no more. Needless to say I loved my Aunt Linda Jean and have missed
our family get togethers and fun times. She was a treasure to us all and now is
beaming her beautiful smile in Heaven and I'm sure is reading a good book! Love
you Aunt Linda Jean.

Beth Golden - September 22 at 02:57 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Linda Jean Arnold.

September 22 at 08:04 AM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Linda Jean Arnold.

September 20 at 10:33 PM

“

I have very fond memories of Aunt Linda Jean and Uncle Ray. I was the Flower Girl
in their wedding. I spent time in the summer with them when they first married and
when Chip was a toddler. She gave me some of her old 45 rpm records, which I still
have. I think one of the last times I saw her was when she and Jessica came to
Arizona to visit. Jessica was a teenager. Aunt Linda Jean always had such a grace
about her. She is the last of the Jordan kids to go so I know they are all together
once again. We will miss you Aunt Linda Jean.
With Love,
Susan, Erik and Jonathan Berntzen

Susan Berntzen - September 20 at 09:04 PM

“

Susan, Erik, Jonathan, Beth, Kathy and Brian purchased the Basket of Memories for
the family of Linda Jean Arnold.

Susan, Erik, Jonathan, Beth, Kathy and Brian - September 20 at 08:45 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Linda Jean Arnold.

September 20 at 04:29 PM

“

Linda Jean and I spent many hours playing together as children and sharing plans
and hopes for the future together as Teenagers. She was indeed a sweet, loving,
christian women. She was the first to volunteer and help out. She was a hard worker
and she could always be counted on for whatever was needed.
I love her and have missed talking to her. We spent many hours talking on the
telephone as we got older.
Her family has my prayers during this time of sorrow.
Rest in peace Linda!
Love, Beverly O'Toole

Beverly O'Toole - September 20 at 03:49 PM

“

Cheryl Boyer purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of Linda Jean
Arnold.

Cheryl Boyer - September 20 at 03:08 PM

“

I had an amazing upbringing on Homm st in Bethalto which included several "moms"
who watched out for me. Linda was one of those wonderful women. There is not
enough time or space here to describe what Linda meant to our family and especially
to my mother. My heart is broken. To the Arnold family my love, thoughts and prayers

Tim Fulcher - September 20 at 02:45 PM

