Joseph "Jitter" E. Martinez
December 2, 1938 - May 13, 2020

Dateline: Granite City, IL
Joseph “Jitter” E. Martinez, 81, passed away on Wednesday, May 13, 2020, at his
residence.
He was born on December 2, 1938, in Alton, the son of Jose and Vera (Hargis) Martinez.
He married Brenda McDuffy in Bethalto on July 31, 1988, she preceded him in death on
November 21, 2015.
Joseph was a machinist for Beall Tool and Dye which he loved. He was also a member of
St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Alton. He was an active softball player and just loved to
spend time with family and friends.
He is survived by his children, Diane Toro of Granite City, Melissa (Dan) Saul of Godfrey,
Ryan Smith of Bethalto, Heather (Carl) Davis of Bethalto, and Danielle (Michael)
Rodinette of Edwardsville; grandchildren, Salvador III, Gabriella, Salena, Gage, Nathan,
Maria, Matthew, Avy, Jenna, Jessa, Keaton, Cole and Gage; and great-grandchildren,
Amiya, Kingzely, and Journe; and a sister, Donna Martinez.
Along with his parents and wife, Brenda, he was preceded in death by a son, Antonio
Martinez; a sister, Juanita Wilhold; a brother, Bob Bussee; and his former wife, Agnes
(Delehanty), who passed in July of 2003.
Due to Covid-19 distancing regulations, a carcade visitation will be from 11 am to 1 pm, on
Wednesday, May 20, 2020 at Elias, Kallal and Schaaf Funeral Home in Bethalto. The
family will be around the building, so you can express your sympathy, we ask you please
do not stop for long periods of time, to keep the traffic flowing. There will be memorial
envelopes for those who wish to leave one. Please be sure to enter the parking lot and
follow the path we have marked. A private graveside service, will be at Bethalto United
Methodist Church in Bethalto.

Memorials can be made to the funeral home to help with expenses
Online condolences and guest book may be found at www.eliaskallalandschaaf.com
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Comments

“

I met Joe about 3 years ago when I became his Help at Home care giver. After only
one week I knew he was a special kind of guy, and he quickly became my best
friend. We shared so many stories and he had a great sense of humor and I always
looked forward to going to work for him. He could be a stinker at times, and wouldn't
listen to good advice, but he had a heart of gold and would have done anything for
anyone at any time. My Joe Joe, I miss you so much it hurts, I love ya and I will see
you on the other side. A big 10/50.

Gail Jarvis - May 20 at 10:14 PM

“

Thank you for the kind words Gale
will always be in my heart

My Dad was the best Dad a daughter could have. Dad

and never forgotten. He loved and cared for everyone

unconditionally
Melissa Saul - May 28 at 10:19 AM

“

Gail Jarvis lit a candle in memory of Joseph "Jitter" E. Martinez

Gail Jarvis - May 20 at 09:43 PM

“

Thank you
Melissa Saul - May 28 at 10:21 AM

