John Lawrence Reilly
February 5, 1942 - October 7, 2020

John Lawrence Reilly of St. Louis, and life-long resident of Alton, IL, died unexpectedly on
10/07/2020 at the age of 78.
Loving husband for 56 years of Alicia Reilly (nee Cruz); beloved son of the late Edward
and Virginia Reilly; devoted father of Alicia Hawkins (Stephen), Tricia Newell (Jim) and Dr.
Melissa Reilly; cherished grandfather of Marielle Newell, Jimmy Newell, Isabel Newell,
Reilly Hawkins, and John Newell; dear brother of Richard (Betty) Reilly, Mary “Sis” (the
late Edward) Gray and Margaret (Hugh) Burns; proud uncle to numerous nieces and
nephews. Preceded in death by his sister Catherine “Kate” (the late Richard “Dick”) Harig,
and his brothers Rev. Msgr. Edward Reilly and Rev. F. Joseph Reilly.
John, a devout Catholic, was a long-time member of St Mary’s Church in Alton, and
recently St Clair of Assisi Parish in Ellisville MO. A graduate of CBC and St. Benedict’s
College, John was an avid sportsman, with a special love for golf, baseball, track, tennis,
soccer and football. Known for his sense of humor, his tremendous generosity, and his
unflagging optimism, John was loved, and will be greatly missed by all.
A memorial mass will be celebrated for John on Thursday, October 15th, 10:00 a.m. at St.
Mary’s Church, 519 E 4th St, Alton, IL 62002.
Cremation rites were accorded by Elias Kallal and Schaaf Funeral home in Godfrey, IL.
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Memorial Mass 10:00AM
St. Mary's Catholic Church
Alton, IL, US

Comments

“

My deepest condolences to John’s family. He was a year ahead of me at St.
Benedict’s, and I have fond memories of him. John had a great sense of humor and
a lot of energy. He was friendly to all. He was one of my favorite milk shake
customers at the Raven Roost. May he Rest In Peace. Ken Bouillion, 1965.

Ken Bouillion - October 14 at 07:01 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of John Lawrence Reilly.

October 14 at 01:57 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of John Lawrence Reilly.

October 13 at 10:44 AM

“

Uncle John was the youngest of an amazing group of siblings and aunts/uncles that I
truly cherish, love and admire. My mom, Kate Harig, in July 2020, described her
younger brother to me: “John is a character and always has been a character, and he
is extremely generous”. My dad had an special relationship with Uncle John and after
dad passed in 2008 I was able to develop a similar type relationship with Uncle John.
During our many conversations I would ask John about how he was feeling and he
would always deflect and ask about mom, my family and siblings. Only thing he
would complain about was the darn dermatologist. On 9/28, Uncle John called to see
how the family was doing and I was glad I was able to answer this special and caring
call and have a good conversation. I will miss the times we talked while enjoying a
cold beer and cigar. More importantly, I will miss Uncle John’s sense of humor,
talking sports and/or politics, the way he admired Mary Lynn and our three kids Katy,
Sarah and Daniel. To sum it up all I can say is we need more characters like Uncle
John Reilly. Prayers and hugs to Alicia and the entire family. Dan Harig

Dan Harig - October 12 at 07:35 PM

“

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of John Lawrence Reilly.

October 11 at 07:52 PM

“

Elaine Withers lit a candle in memory of John Lawrence Reilly

Elaine Withers - October 11 at 06:20 PM

“

Uncle john, be sure to give my grandma Kate a big hug for us all. We have two
amazing guardian angels looking down on us.
I will cherish the memories we had at Rend Lake with the Harig clan. I am forever
grateful for your hospitality.

Katy Harig - October 11 at 04:23 PM

“

So sorry for your loss, praying for you all !
Joe the mailman Mercurio

Joe Mercurio - October 11 at 11:23 AM

“

My baby brother was the best. I remember watching cross country events at CBC
and at the end he would hand me from his hand a small statue of the Blessed Mother
he carried during the race. I remember when I was teaching at Mercy High and my
student handed to me a book report I recognized as one I had helped John write for
CBC. I remembered when he called me to tell me" Maggie, I just bought my first suit
without you." He treated me and Hugh royally at Starved Rock.and Rend Lake. I had
two phone conversations last month and a person to person talk at Kate's funeral.
John, I loved you very much and you will be remembered fondly forever.

margaret burns - October 11 at 11:10 AM

“

My deepest sympathies to Johns family . I worked with John a long time ago at
Ramada Inn and it was the best job because he & Arnie were the greatest bosses .
Healing hugs to everyone . Brenda Barnett

Brenda Barnett - October 11 at 10:05 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are will all of you.
-Judy (Johnessee) Mitchell (Marquette Class of 1988)
Judy Mitchell - October 15 at 04:34 PM

“

I studied and socialized with John at St Benedict's in Atchison for four years. He made a
deep and lasting impression on me in the context of our shared leadership of an on
campus credit association. I can see it today, 56 years later. We had same major and
therefore frequent classes together. My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Joe Dingman, Dallas Texas, SBC 1964
JWD - October 15 at 09:33 PM

“

Dear Alicia and all of the Reilllys, I am so sorry for your loss. My prayers are with you and
his wonderful family. Connie Gress
Connie M GRESS - October 24 at 04:51 PM

