Homer Robert Henke
August 20, 1936 - September 24, 2020

Dateline: Moro, IL
Homer Robert Henke, 84, of Moro, IL, passed away on Thursday, September 24, 2020, at
Greystone Care Center at Center Grove in Edwardsville surrounded by his family.
He was born on August 20, 1936, in Moro, IL, the son of Robert and Minnie (Zoelzer)
Henke.
On June 13, 1992, he married Susan L. (Moss) Henke, she survives along with his son
Rob and daughter-in-law Tracy Henke. He also is survived by two granddaughers, Sydney
and Sarah Henke.
Homer was a man of many trades, Veteran, Livestock and Grain Farmer, Real Estate
Agent, Appraiser, State Property Tax Appeals board, and 30-year member of the Madison
County Board. As well as serving on various community boards and committees, he was
always willing to lend a hand. His most proud profession was Auctioneer and being in the
business for over 40 years. He traveled all over the Midwest for cattle auctions before
shifting to his local Moro and surrounding area. In his peak he conducted 90-120 auctions
a year that included 20-30 benefit auctions, Homer always had time for a good cause. He
was a past president, along with Rob, of the Illinois Auctioneers Association as well as
instrumental in establishing the Bid Calling contest. In 2005 Homer was elected into the
Illinois Auctioneers Association Hall of Fame.
Homer was a lifelong member of St. Johns U.C.C. in Midway and always enjoyed working
the World’s Fair Food Stand and Playing in the church’s Euchre Tournaments. Besides
watching his granddaughters play sports as well as CM Basketball, his favorite hobby was
owning and watching Harness Horse Racing. A dream came true in 2009 when a horse he
was part owner in won the Illinois Orange and Blue annual race in Chicago.
Homer was preceded in death by his parents; a brother, Raymond Henke; a sister, Hilda

Tiek; a granddaughter, Alexandria “Lexie” Henke; and other extended family.
Due to the current State of Illinois restrictions and Covid-19, the family has elected to have
private funeral service at St John’s U.C.C. in Midway, with Pastor Lori Schafer will
officiate, and burial will take place at St. John’s Cemetery in Midway.
In lieu of flowers, the family has asked memorials to be made to St. John’s U.C.C. in
Midway Memorial and/or CM Eagles Basketball.

Cemetery
Saint John United Church of Christ Cemetery
Midway, IL,

Comments

“

Our deepest sympathy to your entire family. Homer was such a wonderful person.
We always enjoyed running into him from time to time. I'll never forget buying our
house on Straube from him at the auction. Hugs to you all....
Rodney and Colleen Overstreet

Colleen Meyers-Overstreet - October 01 at 08:06 PM

“

I send my condolences to the entire Henke Family! May he rest in peace! You are in
my thoughts and prayers!

Teri Picchioldi - October 01 at 12:18 PM

“

Yvonne Cook and Linda Young purchased the Sweet Liberty for the family of Homer
Robert Henke.

Yvonne Cook and Linda Young - September 30 at 12:38 PM

“

We were so sorry to learn about Homer. He was a great friend and neighbor to us for
almost 40 years. Always there to help when we needed it. He shared in our passion
for harness racing. Homer always had a joke or story to make us laugh. I can still
hear him say "this is your neighbor Homer Henke" when I answered the phone. Our
thoughts and prayers to Susan, Robbie and family. Donna and Dennis Rosenkranz

Donna Rosenkranz - September 30 at 11:10 AM

“

Dennis & Sue Aumann lit a candle in memory of Homer Robert Henke

Dennis & Sue Aumann - September 28 at 09:00 PM

“

We are so sorry to learn of Homer's passing. We have known him for several years
in the auction business. He was a great person and will be missed by many. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the family at this difficult time. Mike and Susan Carroll

Susan Carroll - September 28 at 11:18 AM

“

Homer was a great man and will be missed by many. Prayers for your family.
Willard (Butch) Butcher

Willard D Butcher - September 28 at 11:03 AM

“

Susan Rob & Family
Homer was truly a great man & horse owner
He enjoyed his horses racing not matter if it was Fairmount Park, State Fair or
Winning The Orange & Blue he was always there watching. Truely a great person &
individual he will be missed
Giberson family

Nick Giberson - September 28 at 08:52 AM

“

To one of the most liked gentleman I have known all of my life. So sorry for your loss,
I know that you have all kinds of memories. Our father Leo Dugger and Homer were
great friends, now they have reunited. God Bless all of his family.

Vicky Hamel - September 28 at 12:39 AM

“

Susan, Rob and family,
Sorry to hear of Homer's passing. I'll never forget him. There was only one Homer! I
sincerely enjoyed all my horse racing memories with him from the small county fairs
to the big track in Chicago. Dad, Hart & I were so proud when the horse we owned
with him won several of the big races. He deserved to be in the winner's circle with
those trophies and I'll cherish those win photos. I was blessed to have known him.
Thinking of all of you. Robyn & Travis Klingler & family

Robyn Klingler - September 27 at 09:48 PM

“

Susan, —- Rob and Family
We have had the pleasure of knowing Homer for over 75 years. Phyllis went to grade
school in Moro for 7 years with Homer. I (Jon) had 4years at CM with Homer and
double dated with him on graduation night with a trip to Springfield, Illinois - May 27,
1954.
We have always remained friends and shared in many political campaigns and
victories as well as losses.
We believe Homer is in Heaven.
May God’s Peace be yours!
Jon and Phyllis

Phyllis and Jon Walker - September 27 at 07:29 PM

“

To. The family of Home,
So sorry for your loss, ptaers to comfort you all,
Mary K Fitzgerald

Mary K Fitzgerald - September 27 at 02:38 PM

“

To the Henke Family -So sorry to hear about the passing of Homer. He was a well-respected businessman,
community leader and auctioneer to name a few in the area. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you at this difficult time.
Mike and Julie Hamilton and family
Hamilton Hay Auction

Mike Hamilton - September 27 at 12:33 PM

“

Susan, Rob, and family, we were so saddened to hear of Homer’s death. He was a
great guy and will be missed. Vic really enjoyed those Auction days with Homer.
Also, he remembers the day the donkey was missing and they found him, deceased,
between the generator and the house, and he and Homer had to get him out. Our
prayers and thoughts are with you all.
Vic and Judy Unterbrink

Vic and Judy Unterbrink - September 27 at 11:53 AM

“

Nelson and Karen purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Homer Robert Henke.

Nelson and Karen - September 27 at 11:01 AM

“

I want to tell Susie and Rob and his family I am so sorry for the loss of Homer. I got
to know Homer from all the options that I would come to as well as I got to know
Susie and Rob and it is been a long time. He was always kind would help you if you
needed anything and he had away about his auctioneering that would make you
laugh he could sneak a jokie in when you weren’t expecting it. The world was a
better place with homer Henke in it

Diana Howland - September 26 at 10:09 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Homer’s passing. My dad and Homer went to auctioneer
school together many years ago. Homer was always such a good friend to our family.
My dad, Harold Heiney, passed away in December, I’m sure they are working on
putting on an auction again.

Shelley Miller - September 26 at 08:55 PM

“

Dearest Family,
Homer was my first friend in Bethalto, when my family moved here in 1957. Homer
always had a joke and loved to visit and share jokes with my mom, Eve. He truly was
one of a kind. Tried to make time to come over to Mom's house when we would
come in from Texas.
Fun time riding with Homer to Mississippi to look at some cattle. And will always
remember he and his Mom coming to Houston for the Livestock Show and Rodeo in
1967.
May God be with you all at this time and may he rest in peace.
Rich Dressendorfer

Rich Dressendorferq - September 26 at 07:17 PM

“

To Rob and family. Homer was an encourager. I recall he was the one who
encouraged me to accept the job of secretary and treasurer of Illinois State
Auctioneers Assn. And kept it up for the whole ten years I served in that office. It was
Homer that help greatly to put together the Fifty Anniversary Program of The ISSA.
He was a funny man when the mood was a little undertone. Being the same age 84, I
know how much he enjoyed life. and cherish the time we all had with him. Rob and
family be blessed in this time of loss. Stay strong for one another. Remember the
good times.
Rondel Boyd, Oblong, Illinois

Rondel Boyd - September 26 at 05:32 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Homers passing. I worked with Homer for many years at the
courthouse. He always had something to say. He made me laugh all the time. He
also loved my chocolate chip cookies. Homer was a one of a kind, there will never be
another like him. My thoughts and prayers for Susan, Rob, Tracy and the two
granddaughters. RIP Homer....

Joyce Kress - September 26 at 04:13 PM

“

“Saint” Sue, Rob & family,
I’m so truly saddened to hear of Homer’s passing. Homer was “one of a kind” and I
always enjoyed my time around him. Our deepest sympathies go out to you all. You
are in our thoughts and prayers.
Tom & Liz Coles
N. Ft. Myers, FL

Tom Coles - September 26 at 04:07 PM

“

Susan and family,
We were saddened to hear that Homer passed away. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.
Janet and Mike Wiemers
Gloria Farneti

Jaanet Wiemers - September 26 at 02:59 PM

