Esdras "Ezra" Cantu
August 2, 1931 - May 13, 2020

Esdras “Ezra” Cantu, age 88, of McDonough, GA, formerly of Alton, passed away May 13,
2020 at his home.
He was born August 2, 1931, in Dallas, TX, the son of Daniel and Santos (Rodriguez)
Cantu. He married Dorothy Saunders on July 28, 1951 in Pocahantas, AR and she
preceded him in death in March of 2012.
Ezra was a proud veteran who served in the US Air Force. He worked as an aircraft
mechanic. Ezra loved airplanes and his dogs. He was a founding member of Anchor of
Hope Church in Alton where he enjoyed volunteering with the food pantry.
He is survived by a son, Daniel A. Cantu of Carrollton, IL; a daughter, Sharon L. and
Bradley Owens of McDonough, GA; two sisters, Bertha Lines of Marietta, GA, and Tootsie
Buitron of Austin, TX; several grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and several nieces
and nephews.
In addition to his wife, Dorothy; he is preceded in death by his parents; and a brother, Eli
Cantu.
A carcade visitation will be held Monday, May 18, 2020 from 9:00 am until 11:00 am at
Anchor of Hope Fellowship Center, 503 Milton Rd., Alton, IL 62002.
A funeral service will follow at 11:00 am at the church with Pastor Seeram Garney
officiating.
Burial will take place in Wanda Cemetery.
Contributions may be made to Anchor of Hope Fellowship Center.
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Comments

“

Ezra and Dorothy were wonderful caring neighbors to my mother, Margaret May for
many years.

Kathy Houck - May 21 at 01:04 PM

“

You never gave a last farewell nor ever said goodbye. You were gone before I knew
it and only God knows why but in my heart you will hold a very special place no one
can fill. So sorry I never got to say goodbye but we will meet again someday in the
beauty of God's Heaven where the best is yet to be. I'm so glad I was your lil sister
and you were my big brother. Hasta la vista! The amo. Your sis, Tootsie Buitron

Tootsie Buitron - May 18 at 10:29 PM

“

5 files added to the album Ezra Cantu and family

Bertha Cantu Lines - May 18 at 01:46 PM

“

Uncle Ezra thank you for serving and may your new home and welcoming of all who have
missed you up in heaven RIP
monique buitron - May 18 at 03:00 PM

“

Sheila Manus lit a candle in memory of Esdras "Ezra" Cantu

Sheila Manus - May 18 at 12:49 PM

“

I remember my Uncle Ez first from when he, my Aunt Dot, Cousin Danny and their
small dogs were living at Kinchloe AFB on the UP of MI. Our Dad had taken our
family there to visit one summer. My first dip into Lake Superior made me realize that
one doesn't just don your suit, then run and jump into the lake! I think I was cold until
we returned to IL. I admired Uncle Ez in his uniform, green with the blue stripes and
stuff. Probably was part of what spurred my own 22+ year career in the USAF. He
was always calm and level headed. Never knew him to have any vice. He was a very
fine man from my recollections. Goodbye for now, Uncle Ez. I'll see you again in
Glory!

Albert L Newberry - May 17 at 10:57 PM

“

Farewell Ezra, tell all our family members in Glory that I'll see them one day, as the Lord
sees fit. God bless you! You always treated me well.
Joanne Stewart - May 22 at 01:54 PM

