Elizabeth “Betty” Irene Schwarte
September 16, 1927 - December 28, 2020

Elizabeth “Betty” Irene (Daniels) Schwarte, 93, woke up in eternity at 2:02 am on Monday,
December 28, 2020. She died at home on her beloved Prospect Street in Alton.
Betty was born in Alton to George Daniels and Margaret (Zeigler) Daniels. Entering the
Catholic church at the age of 16 was the highlight of her life, and her lifetime devotion to
Jesus and Mary have continued ever since.
Betty graduated from St Joseph's School of Nursing and worked in hospital and Owens
Glass as a nurse. She met and married Jack Schwarte at St Marys in 1956. They had 7
kids, and 8 grandkids, whom she loved dearly.
She was a devoted member of St Peter and Paul Catholic church, the Legion of Mary, and
St Anthony’s Adoration chapel. As a Eucharistic minister she took communion to the sick
and homebound, and led rosaries at two nursing homes into her eighties.
Throughout her life she loved to travel, particularly to the Rocky Mountains and Oregon
coast, to see her family. Mom loved the little things, a sunset, watching birds and deer and
never hesitated to call out so others could share her joy in nature.
Her 93 years were spent fiercely loving everyone who crossed her path. From her we
learned empathy for other people and a sense of humor about ourselves. She was
incredibly funny, always catching you off guard with her wit. She had an unshakable faith
and truly lived it. She leaves us with a legacy of love and gentleness. Her children think no
kinder, humbler servant of God ever walked the face of this earth.
She was preceded in death by her husband Jack Schwarte and is survived by seven
children and eight grandchildren who will miss her every day. Left to cherish her memory
are her son Jack (Laurie) Schwarte of Salem OR; daughter Mary (Quint) Ehley of Marshall
NC; son Patrick (Jennifer) Schwarte of Alton; daughter Anne Schwarte of Alton; son
Michael (Ying) of Auburn AL; son Joseph (Melanie) Schwarte of Eugene OR; daughter

Kate Schwarte of Alton; and grandchildren Emily (Brandon) Ehley of Alton; Grace
Schwarte of Alton; Alex, Abby, Hannah and Molly Schwarte of Eugene OR; and Joy and
Olivia Schwarte of Auburn AL.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, there will be no visitation and services will be private.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St Peter and Paul Catholic Church; ThriVe of
Metro East; or when possible donate your time or used items to Caravan Oasis where
Mom volunteered.

Cemetery
St. Patrick Cemetery
Godfrey, IL, 62035

Comments

“

Dear Schwarte Family,
Your mom was a wonderful loving lady. Always had a smile when she greeted you.
She always made you feel welcome and that you were the most special person in the
world. I loved visiting your house because it was always a learning experience from
being shown the hand made nails used in the original construction of the house or
other unique items. Loved going down to the end of the street to the Mississippi River
look out. Great memories of your mom and she will truly be missed.
Chris Weinzirl (Dallas, TX)

Chris Weinzirl - January 12 at 12:39 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Elizabeth “Betty” Irene Schwarte.

January 05 at 12:40 PM

“

May the memories of her always make you all smile! I am sorry for your loss.
Love to you all,
Julie Johnson Basler

Julie - January 02 at 09:54 PM

“

Thanks so much, Julie.
anne Schwarte - January 27 at 05:36 PM

“

Dearest Schwarte Family,
We are truly blessed by knowing your mother and grandmother. And we are eternally
grateful for all the kindness and prayers she extended to our family. She is a saint.
May God Bless her and your entire family.
- John and Jodie Huber

John Huber - January 02 at 02:37 PM

“

To Pastor Michael Schwarte and family,
The members of All Saints Lutheran Church send our condolences. Though we did
not know Mrs, Schwarte personally, we feel we know her through her son Michael
who has been an honor and blessing to serve our congregation as our interim
Pastor. She was an exceptional person. with unshakable faith, and a true child of
God.
We know how difficult it is to lose a parent, and we have faith that Mrs. Schwarte is
now resting in loving peace and joy in the arms of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
May God bless the entire Schwarte family, and we will continue to pray for you. Rev
21:3-4.
--From Tim and Paige Vaughn and All Saints Lutheran Church in Huntsville, Alabama

Tim Vaughn - January 02 at 11:06 AM

“

Such a beautiful tribute to Betty. She was everything you said she was. I worked for
many years with Jack (your dad) at Social Security, and later met Betty when they
came to Our Lady Queen of Peace to help with our Koinonia Retreats. You always
knew you were in Betty's presence because of the Peace that exuded from her. The
world lost one of their Saints December 28, but Heaven gained an Angel. God Bless
all of you I know
you all loved her dearly.
Jan (Gross) Bloodworth

Janice (Gross) Bloodworth - January 01 at 01:19 PM

“

To Betty’s Family, I am so sorry for your loss yet no words were more true than your
precious tribute to your mom that she was the kindest and most humble person on
earth. I couldn’t agree more. Betty always gave me the feeling that I was the most
important person she had been with that day and that she treasured our little
moments! She was one of God’s treasures and what rewards she is enjoying now!
Thank you for sharing her!
Mary Guccione Olson

Mary Olson - January 01 at 06:33 AM

“

Thank you so much, Mary. You were always very special to her. She truly was a treasure.
Let’s keep each other in prayers!
Anne - January 27 at 05:42 PM

“

My prayers for your family & your Mom.
Jack & Betty were a great support to me over the years of raising my family.
They both encouraged me in attending Adoration @ the San Damiano chapel.

Mary Donahue - December 31, 2020 at 10:56 PM

“

My condolences on the loss of your loved one.I have fond memories of Jack and
Betty as my father worked with Jack at the Social Securities office and I worked at
Owens Illinois glass plant .

Ron Frost - December 31, 2020 at 12:40 PM

“

To Mike and all the Schwarte Family, my sincerest condolences on the passing of
your Mother, Betty. I was in Alton last week for Christmas Eve mass at our beloved
S.S. Peter & Paul Church and I drove up Prospect Street and noted your house to
my daughter Ava. I have countless boyhood memories of your home and your Mom.
She was a saint.
Eternal rest grant unto Betty, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May the
souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, Rest In Peace. Amen
Shamus Hanlon and Family

Shamus Hanlon - December 31, 2020 at 12:12 PM

“

Maryrose Kochanski lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth “Betty” Irene Schwarte

Maryrose Kochanski - December 30, 2020 at 08:34 PM

“

Mrs Schwarte, my friend in several rough times in my life. She brought me through.
Loving and caring. There are no words to express my love.
Anne I think of you often. You are the closest to being just like your mother than
anyone could imagine. Same loving smile and kind giving spirit.
The Schwarte gravesite is just slightly across the way from the Kochanski gravesite
I have prayed for the Schwarte family everytime I visit my dad.
You are all so loved and Blessed.
My heart is with you during this time and always.
With my most heartfelt and deepest sympathy,
Mary Rose Kochanski Runde

Mary Rose Kochanski - December 30, 2020 at 08:30 PM

