Delores "Jean" McGowan
March 25, 1928 - April 26, 2020

Delores “Jean” McGowan, age 92, passed away Sunday, April 26, 2020 at Alton Memorial
Rehabilitation & Therapy.
Jean was born on March 25, 1928 in St. Louis, MO, the daughter of Ralph and Gladys
(Short) Baker; their only child.
Jean grew up in Dogtown - St. Louis and graduated from South West High School. Some
of her fondest memories were accompanying her father to his place of work, the St. Louis
Zoo, where he was the caretaker of the Ape Display. Jean had the rare opportunity of
playing with the baby apes and chimpanzees.
Upon graduation, Jean studied business management. She worked as an office manager
and was a proud homemaker.
In 1947, Jean married Robert Reese Sr.; he preceded her in death in 1998.
In 2001, Jean connected with her neighbor of 26 years, Warren D McGowan. They began
their “fairytale” life together at the age of 73 years old and were married at the age of 81.
Jean and Warren traveled to every corner of the country, plus Hawaii, New Zealand and
Australia. They spent many winters in Florida, took Windjammer cruises and spent many
nights dancing. Again, their time together was described as a “fairytale.”
In addition to her parents and her first husband, Jean is preceded in death by a son,
Robert Reese Jr. and an infant daughter, Karen Reese.
Jean is survived by her husband, Warren McGowan and his children, Stephanie (Ronald)
Moidel and Steven (Janet) McGowan; several grandchildren, great-grandchildren and a
great-great grandchild.
Per the family’s wishes, cremation rights will be accorded.
Memorials may be given to Alzheimer's Association.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Bob Brock - May 18 at 12:49 PM

“

From the time I first met her, Jean was a magical lady. We did many visits to Saint
Lou to you two- sharing thoughts of windjammer cruise, New Zealand, and all those
Florida trips with friends. Dance the light fantastic! You two made a great blend, and
my memory of you as an adult is different than when my mother's son. Our visit to
her friend Shirley was magical! I will remember "oh cheery tree" as your quirky song!
Our run to Dogtown, Dusty & all things Bud. She shared a lit with this nephew!
Forever and always, bob

Bob Brock - May 04 at 12:53 AM

“

Uncle Warren, I am sorry for your loss! I will always remember seeing you and Jean
on my cross country trip with Sabrina! Jean was such a fun lady and very caring. She
will be missed.

Michael Brock - May 01 at 08:02 AM

“

Uncle Warren, so sorry for your loss. I remember hearing of trips Jean and you took
to adventure around in the true " Golden years." To find love for a second time was
fabulous for both of you. Prayers sent for both of you.

Jennifer Brown - May 01 at 07:18 AM

“

I remember her laugh, which was always there. She had a calming effect on people
and kept them from becoming too serious.
I don't remember her ever saying a harsh word or not being ready to help and join in.
Glad you found Walter after Bud and Bob.
Sincerely,

RB - April 29 at 06:31 PM

